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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
This year has been a real roller coaster year in terms of fencing/fundraising/competitions/volunteering and training. Wellington Swords members have been seen everywhere both nationally and internationally and have continued to achieve success wherever they have fenced. We are now on the rundown to the 2012 Olympics and it is very gratifying that many club members have put themselves forward as 2012 GamesMakers. The Test Event is being held later next month, so volunteers will have a chance to see where the Olympic fencing will be taking place. Many of the volunteers will have already been given a run through at the Senior Europeans which were held in Sheffield in July this year. Jane, Jonathan and I are still living down photos of us all in pink polos!
The Club continues to grow both in membership, facilities and reputation. I have had various parents and fencers from other clubs commenting on how well equipped we are and being envious of the number of members that we can accommodate in the Hall and the fencing salle. Though having said that, there is a cost to all of this. The hire of the rooms has risen again with inflation and although we are trying hard not to pass this onto the membership, we have to be realistic. We are looking at various ways to restructure our membership fees and Richard Edbrook, who has volunteered to take over from Tim Willson as our new Treasurer, will be taking this forward. We have suffered somewhat from not being eligible for any major grants this year; however, we have pursued sponsorship with a moderate degree of success. Waitrose gave us £330 from its Community Chest, the Foot Anstey Triathlon gave us £100 for offering up volunteers along the course and most excitingly, having taken up their Eco Challenge for Sports Clubs with an inspirational video by Jade Clark and friends, generous efforts from Andy Fielder on the technical side and some great form filling from Jane Browne, Volvo gave us £1000 to transform our scoring boxes to rechargeable batteries powered by Solar PV. A really exciting initiative. We are the only club in England to have done this. We hope to go for another  Awards for All grant next year and perhaps pursue our earlier vision of expanding the Salle to include Wheelchair fencing full time.
Your Committee has been working very hard on your behalf and I would really like to offer my continuing heartfelt thanks to Jane Browne as our Secretary, Sue Hay for her publicity and competition work, Lin Townsend for the calm ease with which she manages the En Garde programme during competitions and Tim Wilson for keeping us on the financial straight and narrow for so long. Lou Stockley and Sue McGeever have been wonderful sources of sound advice and Cefi, Ben and Mat have guided all the members to fulfil their dreams at the competition level and in training. Thank you all.

Our successes on the Field of Play have been quite exemplary again this year. We have seen Jenny McGeever being selected for the Senior World Championships in Catania where, although being the youngest member of the team, managed to provide the highest number of victories in the team epee. A great achievement. Chris Hay ended 3rd in the Men’s National ranking, Jessica Gundry continued her steady climb up the cadet and junior rankings regularly medalling in all her competitions; Bryony Wedge Thomas, Toni Denham, and Jade Clark together with young Naomi Fielder have all topped championships over the year and are now seen as a formidable group of fencers to watch beyond 2012. The Wellington Vets, in the form of Maggie Myers, Jim Pilkington and Lawrence Burr were selected for the Veterans World Championships in Croatia and Jonathan Stanbury ably assists everyone in the Club.
We have held a variety of well attended competitions here in Wellington over the year including the Leon Paul Junior Series, the Wellington Open and the South West Epee. The latter was held for the first time in Courtfields School to see whether it was logistically possible. Although deemed very successful, it was hard work for the volunteers and we may have to look at whether this is feasible in the future. The summer holidays brought us the excellent Peter Smith Fencing Roadshow with Peter pursuing us all relentlessly to attend and keep fit during the summer months. Many thanks to him for all his time and energy for persevering with this which is also very successful financially!
Our bid for ClubMark is now almost complete and we hope to have this by the end of 2012. In the meantime, we have kept abreast of all the restructuring that is going on within British Fencing and although we are not wholly convinced that everything is as rosy as the CEO of BFA would like us to believe – hence our letter in the recent edition of the SWORD - we aim to ensure that as many club members as possible attain national accreditation over the year. We will be having a visit soon from Alex Newton, the BF Performance Manager, and we will be following up our concerns with her.

We lose a number of our teen fencers to University this month and I would like to thank them for all their hard work in the Club over the years. We will miss you, so remember to come back and visit us. I am really proud to remain as your Chairman and am continually astounded by the high level of fencing that our Club has achieved over the past few years. Thank you all for your support and friendship and I look forward to another full year.
Lawrence Burr
Lawrence Burr OBE

Chairman

Wellington Swords Fencing Club

October 2011

